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Where is Jesus Christ in your New Year’s Resolution? 

Grace Moravian Church—Statement of Purpose: 

By the grace of God to make disciples of all people both local and global. To en-
hance the deeper experiences with our Lord Jesus Christ through prayer,  

Bible Study, witnessing and the worship hour.  
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
FIRMLY ROOTED? 

LLL essons from Hurricane 

Sandy are many and var-

ied. Like others, I am amazed 

at the number of tall, massive trees that were toppled over dur-

ing the passage of Super Storm Sandy. Trees that once stood 

tall, with huge trunks and large branches, are now on their 

sides. A closer look will reveal how shallow the roots were, and 

in some cases, how the trunks were old and hallow. 

         What lessons of faith can be gleaned from this act of na-

ture? From our Sunday School Curriculum, we have been re-

flecting on the theme "A Living Faith." Building upon this theme, 

I have used the opportunity in the Adult Class to stir the 

thoughts of members to recognize the importance of activating 

our faith; ensuring that it is firmly rooted in Christ and His 

Word. So, if and when the storms of life overtake us and we 

sway because of the strong winds, we will remain steadfast, 

firmly rooted and anchored in Christ. Strong tap roots, not fi-

brous roots running in the surface, but deeply sent down in the 

Word of God. 

         As we give thanks to God for the past and embark on a 

New Year, I urge us fellow believers to keep the vision before us 

"New Ground...New Beginning.” Let us learn from this act of 

nature, apply it to our personal faith journey and continue to be 

engaged in the renewal, rebuilding and the reaching program 

we started in 2012. Strong rooted believers and active Mora-

vians will build a strong rooted congregation and by extension, 

the Church. Know that there will indeed be times of uncer-

tainty, difficulties and perhaps even “super-storms.” However, 

with the Holy Spirit as our Teacher and Comforter, God will con-

tinue to do new things among us.  

         Permit me one other observation on the uprooted trees. 

Did you notice the extensive damages in some cases, where 

these huge trees were completely uprooted? Damaged side-

walks and destroyed homes are two noted examples. Is there a 

correlation between the aftermath and when we, as believers, 

fail to be rooted in our faith? The point is, being firmly rooted in 

our faith (especially in time of trials, struggles and temptation) 

will not only be victory for us, but may also become the deter-

mining factor for the unbeliever to have faith in God. 

         So in the words of the Hebrew writer "Let us hold un-

swervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 

faithful."  (Hebrews 10:23 NIV) 

         From my family to yours, I pray God's blessings on your life 

as you continue to share in the privilege of this ministry en-

trusted to us. 

WALK GOOD IN 2013! BE FIRMLY ROOTED! 

Pastor Earl 
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What’s in this issue? 

Grace Moravian Church  

Theme for 2012 - 2015 

“New Ground… New Beginning 
Behold, I will do something new, now it will spring forth: will 

you not be aware of it?”             

Isaiah 43:19a (NASB) 
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       By definition, a New Year's resolution is a commitment that a 
person makes to one or more personal goals, projects, or the re-
forming of a habit. So readers, how are you doing with your New 
Year’s resolutions thus far? Are you on track? Have you fallen off 
or perhaps skipped making them altogether?  

       Resolutions for the New Year stem from Ancient history where 
civilizations, such as the Babylonians and the Romans, made prom-
ises to God for the upcoming year. Today, according to the Univer-
sity of Scranton’s Journal of Clinical Psychology (2012), only 45% of 
Americans usually make New Year’s Resolutions and 17% make 
them infrequently; the other 38% never make a resolution. Re-
search goes on to prove that only 8% of those who resolved to 
change something actually succeed. Given these statistics we ask: 
where is Jesus Christ in your New Year’s Resolutions? 

       Despite the varied opinions on the topic, the desire to improve 
yourself and/or your habits is a wonderful and inspiring thing not 
only for the New Year, but all year long. As Christians, how can we 
ensure that we succeed in our resolutions and more importantly, 
keep Christ in all of it? 

       When you set a resolution, an enormous amount of willpower 
is required. Pastor Paula White once made a reference to a saying 

she heard once before: “Will power is adding MY ‘WILL’ to 
GOD’S ‘POWER’!” If you haven’t done so already, create a set of 
resolutions by putting God first. Below are 3 simple ways in keep-
ing Christ in your resolutions; not only for the New Year but all 
year round. 

Start by coming before God. Ask Him what He wants to do in and 
through you this year. You may realize that what you wanted to do 
this year was not God’s top priority for you. Determine the reasons 
behind your resolution and ensure it is connected back to Christ.  

Read the Bible more. Bible reading is meant to deepen our per-
sonal relationship with Christ. If we want to be rooted in his word, 
we have to take the first step and read the scriptures. Don’t simply 
read the Bible because it sounds like a good thing to do; seek to 
understand, interpret and apply the readings to your everyday life. 
Read with fellow Christians and attend Bible study.  

Pray Often. Prayer is a relationship with our Heavenly Father. Just 
as we spend time with family and friends because we love them 
and care for them, we spend time in prayer because we love God 
and want to be with God. Prayer deepens our relationship with 
God and brings us closer to Him. Talk with him daily, hourly, or as 
often as you can. He’s the greatest friend you can have in 2013 
(and beyond)! 

Best of luck in your resolutions this year. May God continue to bless and 
keep you! 

 

 

 
College Corner 
Highlighted Student:  

Felicia P. Forde  

      Felicia P. Forde attends 
Queensborough Community 
College in Bayside, NY as an 
Education major. This col-
lege student is very active in 
the church. Often times you 
will hear Felicia’s angelic 
voice rendering a solo, sing-
ing as a part of the Praise & 
Worship Team or holding a 
soulful note in the newly 
introduced Grace choir Joy-

ful Noise. Felicia is also a member of the Grace Praise 
Dancers and serves as an Usher. Through her studies, 
Felicia hopes to help lay the foundation of learning for 
children. 

Favorite Color:  Pink 
Favorite TV Show: Once Upon A Time (Channel 7—ABC) 
 
If you were an animal, what would  
you be and why?  
A tiger because they are  
both strong and beautiful.    
  
Favorite Bible Scripture: I can do all things in Christ who 

strengthens me. Philippians 4:13  

Author Unknown 

THE STORY OF THREE TREES 

Where is Jesus Christ in your  

New Year’s Resolution? 

Once there were three trees on a hill in the woods discussing 

their hopes and dreams. The first tree said, “Someday I hope to 

be a treasure chest. I could be filled with gold, silver and pre-

cious gems. I could be decorated with intricate carving and every-

one would see my beauty.” 

Then the second tree said, “Someday I will be a mighty ship. I will 

take kings and queens across the waters and sail to the corners 

of the world. Everyone will feel safe in me because of the 

strength of my hull.” 

Finally the third tree said, “I want to grow to be the tallest and 

straightest tree in the forest. People will see me on top of the hill 

and look up to my branches, and think of the heavens and God 

and how close to them I am reaching. I will be the greatest tree 

of all time and people will always remember me.” 

After a few years of praying that their dreams would come true, a 

group of woodsmen came upon the trees. When one came to the Crystal  M. Thomas, Editor 

Story continues on page 4 
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Grace Praise Dancers 

Mission Statement: Our mission 

as a dance ministry is to serve 

God first and to attend to the 

needs of the people to whom we 

will be ministering to through 

praising, worshipping and move-

ment.  

On May 19th, 2012, the Praise 

Dancers had their annual retreat 

entitled “Rebuild Your Dance.” 

The theme was centered on 

Jeremiah 31:4 -“Again I will build 

you, and you shall be rebuilt, O virgin of Israel! You shall again be adorned with your tam-

bourines, and shall go forth in the dances of those who rejoice.” The guest speaker Joy 

Harris reflected on this verse and gave the group many useful tips on rebuilding their 

dance ministry. The group learned that in order from them to rebuild their dance, they 

must pray, have faith to overcome obstacles and allow God's words to clear the things in 

their heart. In turn, they will be able to see the plans that God has in store for them.  

Through praying, hands on exercises, group work, eating and dance movement, the re-

treat was a wonderful experience. 

“Let us aspire to offer a sacrifice to the Lord that becomes a perfume of fire that drives 

out the occupants (enemy), and sets the captive free.” Lynn Hayden. 

                   Submitted by: Lilly Smith 

first tree he said, “This looks like a strong tree. I think I should be 

able to sell the wood to a carpenter,” and began to cut It down. The 

tree was happy, because he knew that the carpenter would make 

him into a treasure chest. 

At the second tree, another woodsmen said, “This looks like a strong 

tree. I should be able to sell it to the shipyard.” The second tree was 

happy; he knew he was on his way to becoming a mighty ship.  

When the final woodsman came to the third tree, the tree was fright-

ened because he knew that if they cut him down his dreams would 

not come true. After inspecting the tree, the woodsman replied, “I 

don’t need anything special from my tree, so I’ll take this one,” and 

he cut it down. 

When the first tree arrived at the carpenters, he was made into a 

feed box for animals. He was then placed in a barn and filled with 

hay. This is not at all what I had prayed for, the tree thought to him-

self.  

The second tree was cut and made into a small fishing boat. His 

dreams of being a mighty ship and carrying kings and queens had 

come to an end. The third tree was cut into large pieces and left 

alone in the dark. The years went by, and the trees forgot about their 

dreams. 

Then one day, a man and woman came to the barn. She gave birth 

and they placed the baby in the hay in the feed box that was made 

from the first tree. The man wished that he could have made a crib 

for the baby, but this manger would have to do. The tree could feel 

the importance of this event and knew that it had held the greatest 

treasure of all time.  

Years later, a group of men got in the fishing boat made from the 

second tree. One of them was tired and went to sleep. While they 

were out on the water, a great storm arose and the tree didn’t think 

it was strong enough to keep the men safe. The men woke the 

sleeping man, who stood outside and said, “Peace” and the storm 

stopped. At this time, the tree knew that it carried the greatest of 

Kings. 

Finally, someone came and got the third tree. It was carried through 

the streets as the people mocked the man who was carrying it. 

When they came to a stop, the man was nailed to the tree and 

raised in the air at the top of a hill. When Sunday came, the tree 

came to realize that it was strong enough to stand at the top of the 

hill and be as close to God as possible, because it had held Jesus. 

The moral of this story is that when things don’t seem to be going 

your way, always know that God has a plan for you. If you place your 

trust in Him, He will give you great gifts. Each of the trees got what 

they wanted, just not in the way they had imagined. We don’t always 

know what God’s plans for us. We just know that His ways are not 

our ways, but His ways are always the best.  

Continued from page 3 
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Excerpts credited to: 

moravianchurcharchives.org 

Moravian History 
Did you know that…..??? 

 

 

 

     Every year, thousands of Moravian 

stars decorate homes and churches during the Advent season. 

Although the star has become one of the most recognizable sym-

bols of the Moravian Church, the origins of the Moravian star 

have little to do with Advent or Christmas. They are connected 

to the Moravian fondness for celebration and decoration. As 

early as 1747 there is mention of colored stars that were lighted 

in the windows of buildings in the Moravian community of 

Herrnhaag, Germany. 

     The first account of a star made specifically for Christmas 

dates back to 1867 when Hermann Bourquin, a former pupil at 

Niesky, made a paper star for his parents. At that time, boys in 

the various Moravian boarding schools began decorating their 

rooms with stars during the Advent season. By the end of the 

nineteenth century the stars rapidly spread throughout the Mo-

ravian world. Families decorated their homes with stars and it 

would not be long before the stars made their introduction into 

the churches. An Advent star was first displayed in the Herrnhut 

church on the first Sunday of Advent in 1891.        

      The Moravian star is distinguished by its well-proportioned 

shape. The length of the points correspond proportionally to the 

diameter of the body. The points of the first stars in the nine-

teenth century came in many different colors; nowadays most 

stars are white or yellow. The Moravian stars are simple but at-

tractive ornaments that, in their simplicity and plainness, reflect 

the Moravian sense of beauty. Stars fit in wonderfully with other 

Moravian decorative traditions such as the Putz or the simple 

candles in the windows. Moravians have adopted the star as one 

of their most cherished objects. Not only do Moravians appreci-

ate these stars, they have become an ecumenical tradition. Every 

year thousands of stars shine into the darkness, symbolizing our 

anticipation of the light of hope to enter into the darkness. The 

points shine into all directions, uniting us in expectation with 

other people in all parts of the world. 

 

Source: Morning Star, O Cheering Sight: The Moravian Star and Its History (2008). 

Referenced webpages:  

The Moravian Star: http://www.moravianchurcharchives.org/thismonth/09%
20dec%20star.pdf 

Who Invented the Moravian Star: http://www.moravianchurcharchives.org/
thismonth/11_12%20Moravian%20Star.pdf 

What is CPR? 

CPR stands for cardio-pulmonary 

resuscitation. This is an emer-

gency procedure that is per-

formed to restore blood flow to 

the heart and brain. CPR is only indicated for any person 

who is unresponsive, shows no pulse and is not 

breathing. 

How does CPR work? 

All cells in your body require oxygen to survive. CPR 

helps restore circulation of oxygen-rich blood to the heart 

and brain. Without oxygen, the cells in the body start to 

die. After 4-5 minutes of no oxygen, brain cells will begin 

dying, leading to brain damage and death. With that said, 

CPR is most successful when started as quickly as pos-

sible. CPR itself will not restart someone’s heart; it just 

keeps them alive until a defibrillator arrives. A defibrillator 

is a device which delivers an electrical shock to the heart 

to restore it. 

What does CPR involve? 

CPR involves chest compressions, airway and breath-

ing (CAB).  

Begin 5 cycles of 30 compressions by placing your 

hands in the center of the person’s chest and begin 

pushing hard and fast. Don’t be alarmed if you break any 

bones as this is expected. 

After the 30 compressions have been completed, the 

airway must be open for breathing to be restored. This 

can be done by doing a head or chin lift (just tilt the head 

backwards). 

Breathing is the last part. This is done after the 30 com-

pressions and the opening of the airway. When you 

provide rescue breathing, this is forcing air into the vic-

tim’s lungs. You simply breathe twice (2x) into the vic-

tim’s mouth.  

You continue this complete cycle 5 times (5x).The CAB 

ratio is 30:2; 30 compressions and 2 breaths until 

help arrives. 

How can I help someone who has collapsed? 

Follow these steps: 

 Check to see is person is unresponsive (not breath-

ing). 

 If you are alone, activate the emergency response 

system (911). 

 Check for a pulse (the carotid artery which is found 

in the neck. Place two fingers in the center of the 

neck and slide fingers into the groove on the side. 

Check for at least 5 but no more than 10 seconds). 

 If you do not feel a pulse, begin 5 cycles of com-

pressions and breaths (30:2 ratio), always starting 

with compressions using the CAB sequence. 

 

Submitted By: Oneilia Smith, Paramedic 

New Year With The Lord 
A new year is about to unfold 

With new opportunities to explore 

Doors will open for new experiences, 

New adventures with the Lord 

 

Remember not the former things, 

The things of this past year, 

The Lord will do new things in us 

Much more than we are aware 

 

For He will make a way for us 

As we put our trust in Him 

And He will guide our every step 

By His presence we have within 

 

What God has placed within our hearts, 

We find we'll be able to do 

If we look for the opportunities, 

We'll see the door to go through 

 

We mustn't let anything hold us back 

But rise up and take our place 

And be all that God wants us to be 

With a fresh touch of His grace 

 

By M.S. Lowndes 
 

Source: www.heavensinspirations.com/
new-year.html 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was observed from Janu-

ary 9 – 16 under the theme: “What Does God Require of Us?” 

Moravian Women Luncheon: On 

January 13th, members of the group 

went to Baldwin, NY for a lunch-

eon. We shared in sumptuous food. 

It was quite refreshing to let down 

the hair and enjoy each other’s 

company. Of course, some brothers 

were present to give variety to the 

group! 

2013 Church Council Annual General Meeting: On January 

27th, over seventy members were present to receive the various 

reports and to elect members to filled vacant positions. We give 

God thanks for the things He was able to do 

through us as we partnered with Christ in the 

mission. We were also reminded of the pur-

poses of the Common Ministries Fund done 

through a power point presentation by our 

pastor.   

Celebrating 100 years! Grace's eldest Am-

bassador of Christ, Sr. Doris Brown cele-

brated her 100th Birthday in December. Her 

family, past students and church family  gathered in the Fellow-

ship Hall on December 18th, 2012, to honor God as we cele-

brated her wonderful milestone. What is her birthday wish? In 

her own words "To be a true ambassador of Christ." Doris hails 

from the Beaufort Circuit  of Moravian Church, Jamaica. Doris 

was a teacher for many years, church organist, Sunday School-

teacher, Church Treasurer and a sincere Christian. To God be the 

glory! 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

Annual Seniors’ Dinner was held on Satur-

day, December 1st, 2012 in the Fellowship 
Hall, under the patronage of the Moravian 

Women of Grace. Special guests from neighboring Senior 

Citizens’ groups in our communities, as well as our own Sen-

ior Adults Ministry participated in the program.“Gracelious” 

food was served in the wonderful fellowship. Youth of our 

church attended to help serve food, sing Christmas carols and 

dance with the youthful Seniors. 

 

Christmas Program staged by our Sunday School and Youth 

Fellowship took place immediately after Worship Service on 

Sunday, December 16th, 2012. The program was enjoyed by a 

full hall of persons sharing in the glad tidings of the season. 

Many thanks to our Sunday School Teachers and students, 

well done! 

Sunday School Treat - Again the Sunday 

School students came together for an afternoon 

of fun, fellowship and food in our Fellowship 

Hall. For the second year we were happy to wel-

come children and their parents/guardians from 

the Angel Tree Program to share with us. We express our 

gratitude to our Men’s Fellowship who sponsored the event, 

J.U.I.C.E. members, the Christian Education Committee mem-

bers and Angel Tree sponsors for their 

support and presence. 

Stewardship Summit - Eleven officers 

and members, including Pastor Earl, jour-

neyed to John Hus to participate in the Annual Stewardship 

Summit on Saturday, January 4th, 2013. Rev. Gary Marsh, the 

Provincial Director of Stewardship and Sr. G. Martin, repre-

sentative on the Stewardship Committee, facilitated the discus-

sion as we continue to explore our stewardship responsibili-

ties. We were blessed to have some of our young adults par-

ticipating. We hope to follow up on our Stewardship program 

at Grace. This includes forming a Stewardship Committee. 

Dates will be finalized in 2013 to have our “Good Sense” 

Workshops, to help persons to make wise budgets. 

Answers to the crossword puzzle on the following page are found 
below… No peeking!  : ) 
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Crossword Puzzle  - Hebrews 10   

Kings James Version used 

source: www.puzzlefast.com 

We want to 

hear from you! 

Please submit newsletter 

suggestions & topics of 

interest you’d like to see 

in an upcoming issue! 

Feedback/Suggestions? 
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Grace Moravian Church | 178-38 137th Avenue | Springfield Gardens, NY 11434 | (718) 723—2681 | gracemoravian@verizon.net 

Event  Date/Time 

Installation of Church Workers  Sunday, February 3rd— Morning Worship @ 11:00am 

Officers’ Seminar   Saturday, February 9th— 9:30am 

Black History Service  Sunday, February 10th— Morning Worship @ 11:00am 

Ash Wednesday Service Wednesday, February 13th—7:30pm 

Young Adult Banquet Saturday, February 23rd— 6:30pm  

Lenten Mid-Week Services Feb. 20, Feb. 27, Mar. 6, Mar. 13 & March 20 — 12 noon & 7:30pm 

Prayer Breakfast - Bring a Love Offering! Saturday, March 2nd — 9:30am 

AARP Drivers’ Safety Class  Saturday, March 9th—9:00am 

Bishop Stanley F. Thomas Memorial Concert Sunday, March 17th— 3:30pm 

  

F YI CORNER—                     — Upcoming Events 

From Brooklyn: 

(via) Belt Parkway: Take the Belt Parkway East to Exit 22 Springfield 
Blvd. Make a left on Springfield and go to the SEVENTH traffic light. 
Make a LEFT onto Eastgate Plaza, a short RIGHT, and another LEFT 
onto 137th Avenue. Grace Moravian Church is 2 blocks ahead on the 
left between Bennett and Southgate Streets.  

From Long Island: (south) 

Take the Southern State Parkway West into the Belt Parkway West 
(toward Brooklyn). Take Exit 22 Springfield Blvd. Make a right on 
Springfield and go to the SIXTH traffic light. Make a LEFT onto East-
gate Plaza, a short RIGHT, and another LEFT onto 137th Avenue. 
Grace Moravian Church is 2 blocks ahead on the left between Ben-
nett and Southgate Streets. 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO GRACE:  

PROVINCIAL  & DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 
Staten Island Clothing Distribution 
Taking place February 15th, 16th, and 18th at Brighton Heights Reformed 
Church at St. George. Volunteers are needed to help organize clothes, assist 
families as they pick out clothing, take pictures, and other assorted tasks. Please 
speak to Pastor or the Church Office for more information and to sign up as a 
volunteer. 
 

CURSILLO Deadline for submission: February 28, 2012 
Cursillo is a spiritual renewal tool of the Eastern District, Moravian Northern Prov-
ince. It is a short course in living the life of Grace and is designed to strengthen 
and renew the faith of Christians and to revitalize congregations. The next Mora-
vian weekends are April 25-28, 2013, for men, and May 2-5, 2013, for women. 
Registrations are accepted on first-come, first-served basis.  and should be sent  
to the address below. For more information and a registration form, please con-
tact Mr. Tom Mosser at (610) 691-6259 or at tfmosser@aol.com. 
 

Moravian Youth Convo 2013 
Convo 2013 will take place at Greensboro College in North Carolina from June 
30—July 6 2013. The theme will be, “Let’s Connect at Convo 2013!” Youth be-
tween the ages of 14-18 are encouraged to attend. For more information, please 
see the flyer on the notice board.  

NEXT NEWSLETTER ISSUE PREVIEW: 
 Health Review: Do You Really Know Your ABCs?  

 Recipe Corner—Feel free to submit your favorite recipe 

 Income Tax Preparedness & Filing Tips 

Watchword for the year: 
You shall worship before the Lord your God; and you shall rejoice in all 
the good which the Lord your God has given you and your household. 

Deuteronomy 26: 10-11 (NASB) 
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